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they were naturally withdrawn from the political
preoccupation of the age. Robert Herrick, in his
Noble Numbers, affected the same kind of com-
position, but achieved a greater success in his
secular songs of love and country-life, collected
under the title of Hesperides. With his lyrics
may be mentioned those of Lovelace and Suckling,
and all five writers are amply represented in
various recent anthologies. Quarles, Crashaw
and Carew take more definite rank in the so-
called ' metaphysical' school, which sought its
triumphs in strange ways of speech, caring most
for variety of illustration and far-fetched fancies
of phrase *. Much beauty lurks in their writings,
but it is the beauty of decay, and reflects the rich
colours of the autumn of the Renaissance. Sir
Thomas Browne was a physician and an antiquary,
representing in his own person the contrary ten-
dencies of his times. By affinity of taste, by his
unspecialized learning, and by his undisciplined
style, he belonged to the ' old' school, though his
bold speculations and his anxiety for correct
thought mark him as an elder contemporary of
Locke. Thomas Fuller and Jeremy Taylor,
theological writers both, are important in the
history of the development of an orderly prose-

* The Cambridge Modern History (Vol. IV, ch. xxv)
calls it' The Fantastic School/ and says : ' Their extrava-
gances and incongruities, both of style and of thought,
reflect the extravagances and incongruities of an age of
transition and revolution, an age violent and uncompromis-
ing both in action and in ideas. But . . . the Fantastic
Poets in their conflicts of thought produced beauties,
" things extreme, and scattering bright", to quote the
words of Donne, which cannot be paralleled in any
other period of our literature.'